
 

Good Afternoon PCS Families and Staff, 

Unfortunately, the news that I anticipated would come this week was delivered today by 
Governor Lamont. All Connecticut Schools are to remain closed for the remainder of the 
school year. While this is very upsetting news for many reasons, I understand that it is a decision 
being made based on careful consideration of health official concerns and warnings. In my 
meeting with our regional health district this morning, continued cautions were expressed and it 
was made very clear that the process for reopening some businesses in the state will require 
much more thought and work to be successful. Moving too quickly would result in a setback and 
an inevitable rise in cases. Connecticut and our surrounding states, although accounting for the 
highest number of cases, hospitalizations and deaths, is starting to take a turn in the right 
direction due to the measures taken and maintained to limit transmission. 

The unfortunate truth is that we have a very long way to go before regaining normalcy in our 
world, country, state and town. It is clear that given the format and structure of traditional 
schools, we will likely be one of the last organizations allowed to convene in a traditional setting. 
More guidance and planning will continue over the months ahead, following guidance from the 
state but with Plainville’s specific context in mind. A press conference is scheduled for 4:00 
today with Governor Lamont and his staff, and I am told they will share details on summer 
programs, summer school and other items of importance. Tomorrow afternoon, I have a meeting 
with the Commissioner of Education at 3:00 and Governor Lamont and his Commissioners at 
5:00, and hope for additional guidance at that time. As always, I will do my best to keep you 
informed. 

We will continue to do the best we can for our students and families. I try to look for a silver 
lining, so I suppose the positive side of this announcement is that we no longer have to wait and 
wonder what may or not be. See the governor’s latest press release here for additional details 
at portal.ct.gov/governor 

I have shared before that our teams have been working on various ideas for transition planning, 
especially for students in grades 5, 8 and of course 12. Meetings are ongoing and we will 
continue to do all we can to make these transitions as special as they can be. Our elementary and 
middle school teams are actively working on plans, and Mr. Johnson, his high school leadership 
team and my central office team have been engaged in planning discussions for several weeks. 
Mr. Johnson arranged a meeting with parent/community organizations such as Parent Advisory 
Council, Project Graduation and Athletic Backers on Thursday. At that meeting, we will discuss 
many ideas that have been shared by students, parents and staff members. While remaining 
mindful of what is allowed and what is not allowed by ordinances and the health department, we 
will consider all possibilities and avoid redundancy of efforts. 

 

 



 

I also want to announce that each of your school principals will be sending important 
updates to families regarding several topics very soon. This information will include: 

• School schedules for the remainder of the year: A reminder that seniors will end and 
graduate on June 12 while the other grades will continue through June 17 due to the 
snow days in December. The last 5 days of school for each grade will have a modified 
schedule for make-up work with increased teacher and staff support. There will be no 
final exams in any courses(more details will be shared from each school by principals 
soon). 

• Student Assessment/Grading/Report Card Information(based on a significant 
statewide research) 

• Available Social and Emotional Supports for students and families, because we know 
this is difficult and emotional for everyone. We want to make sure that there are 
resources available to support these needs. 

• Other school-specific information for your information 

I sent a survey link from the state to you just yesterday, and I hope you had a chance to voice 
your opinion to state officials. As a school district, we are continuing to monitor student and 
family needs so I ask that you complete this quick survey by Friday if possible: Parent 
Distance Learning Feedback Survey: May 5, 2020 

I wish I had better news to share, but we must continue to do the best with what we 
have and we will do just that. I am very happy to share that the Board of Education and 
Town Budgets all passed unanimously last night at the Town Council Public Hearing, 
and thank the parents and community members who called or wrote in support of the 
budget. It is a very good budget and we are fortunate to be in the position we are in 
given the many obstacles other towns are facing. We will continue to provide high 
quality educational and town programs to Plainville with this budget, but there will be no 
tax increase for residents this year. 

Please stay well, and let me know if there is anything that I can do to support you or 
your family. Thank you for your continued patience and support as we navigate 
uncertain waters. This is hard for everyone. Our town held their first teacher parade 
yesterday, and my little first grader cried her eyes out because she misses her school 
and her teachers, so I understand this struggle as a parent, and as the leader of our 
district. Rest assured that this will pass, and we will return to a more normal existence, 
likely with a new perspective on life, and a greater appreciation for so many things we 
may have taken for granted in the past. For now, stay apart, but stay close, we are 
going to be okay. 

Best regards, 

Steve LePage, Superintendent of Schools 


